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The Yagi Family: Rebels Against Convention
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ീҰᢲ
YAGI ISSŌ

1894-1973



����ɺେࡕʹੜ·ΕΔɻ����ɺେࡕͷ٢দ݄༼ʹೖɻ����ɺژࢢಃ࣓ݧࢼثෟଐशॴʹೖֶɻ����ɺ
शॴಉ૭ੜͷೇ෦ከΒͱڞʹʮʯΛ݁ɺలཡձ׆ಈΛ͍ߦʹൃ׆ɺ౷Ҽशʹ͍߅ɺಃͰͳ͘ಃ
ܳՈͱͯܳ͠ज़දݱΛᨳ͏ӡಈΛల։͢Δɻ���� ࠒɺޒࡔʢݱɺീՈʣʹډΛ͑ߏΔɻ���� ɺͷಉਓ
Ͱʮ༾ʑձʯΛ݁ɻಉʹୈ �� ճলలཡձʹͯ๙ঢ়डʢୈ ��ɾ�� ճडʣɺ���� ʹୈ �� ճ
ఇలೖબʢୈ �� ճೖબʣ͢Δ͕ɺ࣍ୈʹ৫తͳలཡձ͔Βୀ͘ɻ���� ɺಃܳͱࣘֆͷ࡞ՈͨͪͰʮਏगձʯ
Λ݁ɻ���� ɺேը࿓ʢژʣʹͯҰᢲɾҰͷೋਓల։࠵ɻ���� ࠒɺޒࡔͷՈΛҰ࠺ʹৡΓࠧե
ʹҠΔɻ���� ɺڈࢮɻ
���� ɺʮژͷܳ�ʦ���������ʧ�౷ͱมֵͷ͟·ʹʯʢژཱۙࠃඒज़ؗʗ౦ཱۙࠃژඒज़ؗʣɻ���� ɺ
ϙʔϥඒज़ৼஂࡒڵͷॿʹΑΓʮീՈॴଂ�ീҰᢲؔ࿈ࢿྉ�ௐࠪใࠂॻʯௐࠪɾฤूɾൃߦɿՖཬຑཧʢἚ
ݝಃܳඒज़ؗʣɺେஐʢژཱۙࠃඒज़ؗʣɺྤాߴඒɾౡ࡚ࢠܚʢ٠ه࣮೦ஐඒज़ؗʣ͕࡞͞ΕΔɻ

1894: Born in Osaka. 1909: Studied ceramics under Kikko Shogetsu Kiln, Osaka. 1912: Entered the training programme run by the 

Kyoto Municipal Ceramics Research Institute. 1919: Organized Sekido with his colleague Kusube Yaichi etc., led a movement that 

defies tradition and convention and celebrates artistic expression as artists not craftsmen, and organizing numerous exhibitions 

to advocate their ideology. c.1924: Settled in Gojozaka, Kyoto. 1927: Organized Yoyo-kai with members of Sekido and other artists. 

Received a commendation prize at the 14th Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s annual Arts and Crafts Exhibition (‘27), also won 

at the 17th (‘30) and 18th (‘31). And won the prize at the 10th (‘29) and 11th (‘30) Teiten Exhibition. But gradually retreated from 

public competitive exhibitions of old-established organizations. 1931: Organized Shinshu-kai with ceramic and makie-e lacquer 

artists. 1949: Two-persons exhibition, Yagi Issō and Yagi Kazuo, Asahi Gallery, Kyoto. c.1955: Handed over his studio on Gojozaka to 

Yagi Kazuo and Takagi Toshiko, moved to Sagano. 1973: Died.

1998: Crafts Reforming in Kyoto [1910-1940], National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto / National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo. 

2020: Report on the Yagi Issō Related Materials in the Yagi Family Collection, prepared by Hanazato Mari (Ibaraki Ceramic Art 

Museum), Daicho Tomohiro (National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto), Takada Rumi and Shimazaki Keiko (Musée Tomo, Tokyo), 

supported by the Pola Art Foundation.



ീҰ
YAGI KAZUO

1918-79



���� ɺീҰᢲͷஉͱͯ͠ژʹੜ·ΕΔɻ���� ɺژཱࢢඒज़ߍֶܳூࠁՊΛଔۀɻলಃ࣓ࢼث
����ՃɻࢀʹձڠɺপాΛத৺ʹ݁͞ΕͨຊಃூࣄࢣʹͷशੜͱͳΓɺপాҰխݧ ɺ੨࡞ಃՈूஂ
ͷ݁ʹࢀՃɻୈ �ճలೖબʢୈ �ճೖબɺҎޙग़ΛࣙΊΔʣɻ���� ɺୈ �ճژలʹͯژలडɻୈ �
ճύϯϦΞϧలग़ɻླ࣏ɾޫాࢁΒͱڞʹʮటࣾʯΛ݁ɺಉʹୈ �ճటࣾల։࠵ɻ���� ɺݱඒ
ज़࠙ձʢήϯϏʣͷ݁ʹࢀՃɻ���� ɺݱಃ࢙ܳͷه೦ൾతͳ࡞ʬβϜβࢯͷࢄาʭൃදɻ���� ɺ
χϡʔϤʔΫۙඒज़ؗओ࠵ʮຊͷ৽͍͠ֆըͱூࠁʯలʢʙ �� Ἤ̔ࢢ८ճʣʹग़ɻαϯϑϥϯγεί
ۙඒज़ؗͱχϡʔϤʔΫۙඒज़ؗʹ࡞ऩଂɻ���� ɺژཱܳࢢज़େֶڭतʹबɻ���� ɺҏ୮ʢ౦ژʣ
Ͱͷʮؐྐྵه೦�ീҰలʯʹͯʬβϜβࢯͷࢄาʭͳͲಉλΠτϧͷ৽࡞چΛରൺͨ͠లࣔΛ͏ߦɻ���� ɺ
৺ෆશͷͨΊٸ੦ɻ
���� ɺʮീҰలʯʢژཱۙࠃඒज़ؗʗ౦ཱۙࠃژඒज़ؗʣɻ������� ɺʮޙೋेޒ�ീҰలʯ
ʢژཱۙࠃඒज़ؗ΄͔̐ؗ८ճʣɻ���� ɺʮീҰͱਗ਼ਫฌᦱ�ಃܳͱூࠁͷ͍͋ͩͰʯʢ٠࣮ஐඒज़ؗʣɻ
���� ɺʮΧϝϥΛखʹͨ͠લӴಃܳՈɿീҰͷࣸਅʯʢژཱۙࠃඒज़ؗʣɻ

1918: Born in Kyoto, as the eldest son of Yagi Issō. 1937: Graduated from Kyoto Municipal High School, Department of Sculpture. 

Started ceramics at the Ceramics Research Institute of Kyoto sponsored by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, and studied 

ceramic sculpture under Numata Ichiga, participated in Japanese Ceramic Art Association founded by Numata. 1946: Joined the 

formation of Group of Youth Potters. Won the prize at the 2nd Nitten Exhibition (quit exhibiting after 3rd). 1948: Received the 

Mayor's Prize at the 4th Kyoten Municipal Exhibition. Exhibited at the 1st Panreal Exhibition. Organized Sodeisha with Suzuki Osamu 

and Yamada Hikaru etc. and held the 1st Sodeisha Exhibition. 1952: Attend to the social meeting of contemporary art, called Genbi. 

1954: Presented a ground-braking work in the history of contemporary ceramics <Mr Samsa’s Walk>. 1965: New Japanese Paintings 

and Sculptures organized by Museum of Modern Art, NY (travelled 8 cities through 1967). San Francisco Museum of Modern Art and 

Museum of Modern Art, NY added his works to their collections. 1971: Became a professor at Kyoto City University of Arts. 1978: 

Yagi Kazuo, the 60th Anniversary of His Birth, Isetan Department Gallery, Tokyo, featuring a contrast of old and new works of same 

titles, including <Mr Samsa’s Walk>. 1979: Died suddenly of heart failure.

1981: Kazuo Yagi, National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto / National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo. 2004-05: Kazuo Yagi - a 

Retrospective, National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto (traveling to 4 other museums). 2017: Yagi Kazuo and Kiyomizu Kyubey: 

Beyond the Boundaries of Ceramics and Sculpture, Musée Tomo, Tokyo. 2021: Yagi Kazuo: The Photographs of a Ceramicist, National 

Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto.



ീ७
YAGI SUMIO

1921-44



���� ɺീҰᢲͷ࣍உͱͯ͠ژʹੜ·ΕΔɻ���� ɺژࢢݪਘৗখֶߍΛଔۀɻ���� ɺୈ �ճ৽จలʹ
ʬಃثՖᆵʭΛग़͠ೖબɻܑҰʹઌΜͨ͡ެืలೖબͰ͋ͬͨɻৄࡉෆ໌ͳ͕ΒଞͷలཡձͰडΛॏͶ
ʢീҰஊʣ࠽ͷยྡྷΛͤݟͳ͕Βɺ���� ɺग़தʹ �� Ͱᇁ੦ɻ࠽

1921: Born in Kyoto, as the second son of Yagi Issō. 1936: Graduated from Kyoto City Rokuhara elementary school. 1943: Exhibited 

<Flower vase with wave design> and won the prize at the 6th Shin Bunten Exhibition. Before or after this, won at other public 

competitions earlier than his brother Kazuo, showed a glimpse of his talent as a ceramic artist. 1944: Died prematurely at age 23 

while serving in the war.

ୈ �ճ�৽จల
ʮಃثՖᆵʯ����

The 6th Shin Bunten Exhibition
<Jar decorated with a wave pattern>



ࢠහߴ
TAKAGI TOSHIKO

1924-87



���� ɺژਞͷ৫ʹੜ·ΕΔɻ���� ɺژཱژୈҰߴঁֶֶࡏߍதʹɺݩلೋઍඦไॕඒज़ల
ཡձʹೖબɻ���� ɺୈ �ճ৽จలೖબɻ���� ɺಉߍଔۀɻ���� ɺୈ �ճژలʹͯେࡕ৽ฉࣾडɻ���� ɺ
ീҰͱ݁ࠗɻ���� ɺୈ �ճ৽లʹैདྷͷฏ໘ͱͯ͠ͷ৫Λ͑ͨઌۦతͳཱମ࡞ʬ௲৫ࣨ০ʭΛग़
ɻҎޙɺཱମతͳੑܗΛ֫ಘͨ͠࡞Λలژలʹग़ɺຊͷϑΝΠόʔΞʔτͷઌऀۦͱͯ͠׆༂͢Δɻ
���� ΑΓژཱࢢඒज़େֶࢣߨͱͳΓʢޙͷژཱܳࢢज़େֶͰ �� ʹॿڭतɺ�� ʹڭतʹबʣછ৫Λ
ֶͿֶੜͨͪʹࢳͱ৫Λ༻͍ͨܗͰݾΛද͢ݱΔ͜ͱΛ͑ڭɺଟ͘ͷޙਐΛҭ͢Δɻ���� ɺʮછ৫ͷ৽ੈʯ
ʢژཱۙࠃඒज़ؗʣɻ���� ɺʮࠓͷܗʻ৫ʼʵΞϝϦΧͱຊʵʯʢژཱۙࠃඒज़ؗʗ౦ཱۙࠃژඒ
ज़ؗʣɻ���� ʙ �� ژܳඒज़లཡձͰɺ�� ژలͰɺͦΕͧΕ৹ࠪһΛΊΔɻ���� ɺʮ���� ͷܳ�
ɻڈࢮඒज़ؗʣɻಉɺཱۙࠃژʯʢ౦ܗ༲͢Δ৽͍͠߉
ޙɺಉʮͷ͔ͨͪࢳͷ͔ͨͪʯʢ౦ژඒज़ؗʣɻ���� ɺژཱۙࠃඒज़ؗʹͯʮߴහࢠҨ࡞ల�ϑΝΠ
όʔΞʔτͷઌऀۦʯ։࠵ɻ���� ɺʮൃಈ͢Δݱͷܳ����������ɾژɿಛผలʯʢژࢢඒज़ؗʣɻ���� ɺʮژ
ͷܳ ���� ʵ ����ʯʢژཱۙࠃඒज़ؗʗ౦ཱۙࠃژඒज़ؗʣɻ���� ɺʮژཱࢢඒज़େֶછ৫ઐ߈ͷޫ佄
QBSU�� Ո࡞佃Λࣥͬͨછ৫ڭ �� ਓలʯʢછɾਗ਼ྲྀؗʣɺʮֵ৽ͷܳʵ l౷ͱલӴzɺͦͯ͠ݱʵʯʢ౦ཱۙࠃژ
ඒज़ؗʣɻ���� ɺʮژͷછ৫����� ͔Βࠓ·Ͱʯʢژཱۙࠃඒज़ؗʣɻ

1924: Born in a weaver's family in Nishijin, Kyoto. 1940: While in Kyoto Prefectural Kyoto Daiichi Girls' High School, won the prize 

at the Art Exhibition to Celebrate the 2600th Anniversary of the Founding of the Japanese Nation. 1941: Won the prize at the 4th 

Shin Bunten Exhibition. 1943: Graduated from high school. 1945: Received the Osaka Newspaper Company Prize at the 1st Kyoten 

Municipal Exhibition. 1952: Married to Yagi Kazuo. 1958: Exhibited a pioneering three-dimensional work that transcends weaving as 

a flat surface <Tapestry Weave for Interior Decoration> at the 1st Shin Nitten Exhibition. Since then, exhibited works that got three-

dimensional formative qualities at the Nitten and the Kyoten exhibitions, acted as a pioneer of fiber art in Japan. 1962: Became a 

lecturer (later an assistant professor in 1970 and a professor in 1975) at Kyoto City University of Arts, taught students of dyeing and 

weaving to express themselves through the use of thread and weaving, and trained many future generations. 1971: New Generation 

of Dyeing, National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto. 1977: Fiber Works - America and Japan, National Museum of Modern Art, 

Kyoto / National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo. 1982: Served as a juror at the Kyoto Craft Art Exhibition (‘83 ‘84) and at the Kyoten 

Municipal Exhibition (’84) respectively. 1987: Forms in Aggression: Formative Uprising of the 1960s, National Museum of Modern 

Art, Tokyo. Died in this year.

In the same year after her death, Shapes of Cloth / Shapes of Threads, Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum. 1989: Exhibition of 

posthumous works by Takagi Toshiko - A Pioneer of Fiber Art, National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto. 1991: Contemporary Crafts in 

Motion 1945-1970, Kyoto, Kyoto Municipal Museum of Art. 2001: Crafts in Kyoto 1945-2000, National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto 

/ National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo. 2016: The glow of the Dyeing & Weaving Major of Kyoto City University of Arts, Musée de 

Somé Seiryu, Kyoto. 2019: Kyoto Textiles: From the 1960s to Present, National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto.



ീ໌
YAGI AKIRA

1955-



���� ɺീҰͷஉͱͯ͠ژʹੜ·ΕΔɻ���� ɺژಃઐम৬܇ۀ࿅ߍଔۀɻҎޙɺͷͱͰಃ
ܳͷಓʹೖΔɻ���� ɺΪϟϥϦʔϚϩχΤʢژʣʹͯॳݸలɻ���� ɺʮژࢢબൈలʯʢژࢢඒज़ؗʣɺ
ʮݱژͷඒज़ɾܳలʯʢژจԽതؗʣʹग़ɻ���� ɺژܳࢢज़৽ਓडɻ���� ɺʮ࣓ثͷදݱʕ
���� ͷల։ʯʢ౦ཱۙࠃژඒज़ؗʣɻ���� ɺୈ �� ճژจԽܳज़ྭडɻจԽிݚ֎ࡏमಛผ
����ɻݣ ɺຊಃ࣓ڠձडɻ���� ɺୈ �� ճ.0"Ԭాໜ٢ܳ෦༏लडɻ���� ɺʮژͷ
ܳ����ʵ ����ʯʢژཱۙࠃඒज़ؗʗ౦ཱۙࠃژඒज़ؗʣɻ����ɺژܳܗज़େֶڭतबʢ����ʹୀʣɻ
���� ɺʮ$POUFNQPSBSZ�$MBZ��+BQBOFTF�$FSBNJDT�GPS�UIF�/FX�$FOUVSZʯʢϘετϯඒज़ؗʗδϟύϯɾιαΤςΟɾ
ΪϟϥϦʔʣɻ���� ɺࠠद๙ষडɻ���� ɺୈ �� ճژจԽޭ࿑डɻʮ$FMFCSBUJOH�,ZPUP��.PEFSO�
"SUT�GSPN�#PTUPO�T�4JTUFS�$JUZʯʢϘετϯඒज़ؗʣɻ���� ɺୈ �� ճژඒज़จԽडɻ���� ɺʮീ ɾ໌ീਖ਼ʯ
ʢதখʣɻ���� ɺʮݱͷ࠲ඪʵܳΛΊ͙Δ �� ͷߟࢥʯʢ౦ཱۙࠃژඒज़ؗʣɻ���� ɺʮژমྺలʵܧ
ঝͱల։ʯʢژࢢඒज़ؗʣɻ���� ɺʮֵ৽ͷܳʵ l౷ͱલӴzɺͦ ����ඒज़ؗʣɻཱۙࠃژʵʯʢ౦ݱͯ͠ ɺ
ʮ,ZPUP��$BQJUBM�PG�"SUJTUJD�*NBHJOBUJPOʯʢϝτϩϙϦλϯඒज़ؗʣɻ

1955: Born in Kyoto, as the eldest son of Yagi Kazuo. 1977: Graduated from Kyoto Pottery Vocational Training School. Started 

ceramics under his father. 1979: First solo exhibition, Gallery Maronie, Kyoto. 1991: Kyoto City Selected Exhibition, Kyoto Municipal 

Museum of Art. Arts and Crafts of Contemporary Kyoto, The Museum of Kyoto. 1993: Received New Artist Award of Kyoto City. 1996: 

New Expression in Porcelain: Developments in the 1990s, National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo. 1997: Received the 15th Kyoto 

Prefecture Culture and Art Encouragement Award. Special dispatch for overseas training by the Agency for Cultural Affairs. 1999: 

Received the Japan Ceramic Society Prize. 2000: Received the 12th MOA Okada Mokichi Crafts Section Excellence Prize. 2001: Crafts 

in Kyoto 1945-2000, National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto / National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo. 2003: Became a professor at 

Kyoto University of the Arts (-2015). 2005: Contemporary Clay: Japanese Ceramics for the New Century, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

/ Japan Society Gallery, NY. 2006: Received Dark-Blue Ribbon Medal. 2008: Received the 26th Kyoto Prefecture Cultural Award for 

Achievement. Celebrating Kyoto: Modern Arts from Boston’s Sister City, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 2009: Received the 22nd 

Kyoto Art and Culture Award. 2010: Yagi Akira / Yagi Tadashi, Nakacho Konishi, Tokyo. 2012: New Footing: Eleven Approaches to 

Contemporary Crafts, National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo. 2015: The Successive Generations of Kyoto Ceramics - Inheritance and 

Development, Kyoto Municipal Museum of Art. 2016: Craft Arts: Innovation of “Traditional and Avant-Garde”, and the Present Day, 

National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo. 2019: Kyoto: Capital of Artistic Imagination, Metropolitan Museum of Art.



ീਖ਼
YAGI TADASHI

1956-83



1956: Born in Kyoto, as the second son of Yagi Kazuo. 1975: Entered Kyoto City University of Arts, Faculty of Fine Arts, Department 

of Sculpture. While in university, exhibited works made of wood at the Kyoten Municipal Exhibition (’77 ‘78) and other exhibitions. 

1979: Graduated from university, and enrolled in the Major Course. First solo exhibition, Muramatsu Gallery, Tokyo (’80 ‘82). 1980: 

The 13th Tokyo Biennale, Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum / Kyoto Municipal Museum of Art. 1981: Completed university, and 

received the Mayor's Prize at the Graduation Works Exhibition at Kyoto Municipal Museum of Art. TADASHI YAGI RECENT WORKS, 

Gallery 16, Kyoto. 1982: Spiritual Pop, Osaka Contemporary Art Center. Solo exhibition, Shinanohashi Gallery, Osaka. 1983: Died of 

acute leukemia, despite his promising future as a post-minimalist sculptor.

In the same year after his death, Shape and Spirit in Wood Works, Museum of Modern Art, Saitama. Posthumous works exhibition, 

Gallery Raku, Kyoto University of the Arts / Ina Gallery 2, Tokyo. 1985: Contemporary Sculpture in Japan-Wood, Kanagawa Prefectural 

Hall, Gallery. 1997: Transcending Forms: Sculpture and Solidity, Chiba City Museum of Art. Yagi Tadashi Notebook, published as a 

separate volume of the exhibition catalogue. 2007: Moon Seung-Keun + Yagi Tadashi: works on paper and sculptures 1973-83 from 

the two collections, National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto / Chiba City Museum of Art. 2010: Yagi Akira / Yagi Tadashi, Nakacho 

Konishi, Tokyo.

���� ɺീҰͷ࣍உͱͯ͠ژʹੜ·ΕΔɻ���� ɺژཱܳࢢज़େֶඒज़ֶ෦ூࠁՊೖֶɻֶࡏதΑΓΛ
ૉࡐͱͨ͠࡞Λژలʢ��ɾ�� ʣͳͲͰൃදɻ���� ɺಉେֶଔۀɺઐ߈Պೖֶɻଜদը࿓ʢ౦ژʣʹͯॳݸల
ʢ��ɾ�� ։࠵ʣɻ���� ɺୈ ��ճຊࡍࠃඒज़లʢ౦ژඒज़ؗʗژࢢඒज़ؗʣग़ɻ���� ɺژཱܳࢢज़
େֶઐ߈Պमྃɺम੍ྃ࡞లʢژࢢඒज़ؗʣʹͯࢢडɻΪϟϥϦʔ ��ʢژʣʹͯʮീਖ਼ݸల�5"%"4)*�
:"(*�3&$&/5�803,4ʯ։࠵ɻ���� ɺʮ4QJSJUVBM�1PQʯʢେࡕཱݱඒज़ηϯλʔʣɻ৴ೱڮը࿓ʢେࡕʣʹͯ
����Ոͱͯ͠কདྷΛ͞ΕΔͳ͔ɺࠁలɻϙετɾϛχϚϧͷூݸ ɺੑٸന݂පʹΑΓڈࢮɻ
ޙɺಉʮͷ͔ͨͪͱΤεϓϦʯʢཱ࡛ۙݝۄඒज़ؗʣग़ɺҏಸΪϟϥϦʔ̎ʢ౦ژʣ͓Αͼژܳज़ظ
େֶɾΪϟϥϦʔָʹͯҨ࡞ల։࠵ɻ���� ɺʮݱூࠁͷาΈ�ͷܗʯʢਆಸݝཱݝຽϗʔϧɾΪϟϥϦʔʣɻ
���� ɺʮ͢ࠀΔ͔ͨͪ�ூࠁͱཱମʯʢઍ༿ࢢඒज़ؗʣɺలཡձਤผͱͯ͠ʮീਖ਼ϊʔτʯߦץɻ���� ɺ
ʮจঝࠜʴീਖ਼�������� ͷࣄʯʢژཱۙࠃඒज़ؗʗઍ༿ࢢඒज़ؗʣɻ���� ɺʮീ໌ɾീਖ਼ʯʢதখʣɻ


