


Some years ago someone kindly showed me
A nakatsugi tea caddy by Fujishige Togen.
When I picked it up, I realised how thinly, sharply and finely made it was ...
It took a full 20 seconds for the lid to slide down into place.
Could this really have been made 400 years ago?

I was amazed that its lid and body aligned so perfectly
That it was still used as a functioning tea utensil ...

It made me long to make a tea caddy of a quality

That would survive for four centuries.

I began by making copies of Rikyt-style middle-sized tea caddies
and then nakatsugi and yakki tea caddies ...

How many I made I can no longer remember.

Today, after months and years of trial and error, I am holding

At Nakacho Konishi my first ever exhibition with a focus on tea utensils.
My Tawame works fashioned from super-thinly turned zelkova and

My Dialogue works fashioned from super-thin sheets of zelkova

Could not have come about without my experience of making tea caddies.
This year is the 40" year since I began working with urushi.

While I have a long way to go before I reach the pinnacle I aspire to,

I would like to think of this exhibition as a major milestone on my journey.
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